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FOX CHAPTER INITIATION WORKSHOP 
 
Performing Ritual or Initiation and witnessing Ritual are key ingredients to a successful chapter, 
but members can only learn so much with these strategies. It is helpful to reflect on ritual as well – 
deconstruct the words and language, and find the deeper messages hidden within. The following 
workshop is designed to be an open interpretation and discussion of the ritual led by someone 
who spends a significant amount of time with the ritual – a chairperson, the Preceptor, or another 
brother of your choosing. 
 
Introduction 
 
       Someone other than the GF (Grand Fox) or presenter should perform Opening Ceremony. 
       The ground rules for the workshop should be laid out. This is a discussion and interpretation 
       of the ritual – not a practice or review. That being said, make sure everyone participates – 
       not only the facilitator should be talking. Ask your chapter “Who should talk?” 
 
Questions to examine 
 
       1) What is a ritual? A ritual is like a habit – brushing your teeth, etc. 
       2) Why do fraternities use ritual or initiation? 
       3) When should it be used? 
       4) Why is it important to Fox Theta Delta? 
       5) What are the values of the Fraternity & Sorority? 
       6) What values do we promote in our chapter – through our words and our actions? 
       7) Why do we differ if we have a handbook for success? 
            a. Introduce the idea of the ritual as a handbook for creating the best fraternity 
                experience possible 
            b. Explore the concept that the ritual is a guidebook for friendship 
       8) Is it worthwhile to interpret and understand the ritual? 
 
Opening Ceremony 
 
       1) Have someone perform the opening ceremony a second time, this time sitting – again, not 
            the Grand Fox or the presenter 
       2) What does this ceremony have to say about how to conduct a meeting and participate as 
            Brothers & Sisters? 
       3) Why is it good to hear these words before each meeting? 
 
Closing Ceremony 
 
       1) Have someone else perform the closing ceremony. If possible, have a brother who would 
           not normally be expected to perform a ritual role perform the ceremony. 
       2) Take this ceremony line by line. What does it have to say about your fraternity 
            experience? How could your experience be more valuable if you lived these words? 
       3) What does the ritual promise you if you pull your weight and give the fraternity your all? 

 



 
 
 
 
The reason we use Ritual or Initiation 
 
       1) Talk about the three things our insignia is designed to remind us of. 
      2) Why did the writers of our ritual emphasize these? 
      3) How should we study our ritual outside of formal ceremonies? 
 
Closing 
 
      Encourage everyone to dive into ritual in this manner – interpreting and discussing it openly 
      amongst the chapter. 
 
      Finish with Closing Ceremonies – this time the GF or the presenter should perform it. 
 
Notes for success 
 
    • Draw on your own background and experience, in and out of F�∆ 
    • This workshop should last about an hour if discussion is healthy. The chapter is encouraged 
        to create additional workshops based on other ritual ceremonies 
              1. Initiation Ceremony 
              2. Formal Pledging Ceremony 
              3. Alumni Induction / Graduation Ceremony 
   • The chapter is encouraged to have the persons in charge of ritual read a portion of one of 
        those ceremonies at the time of the Closing Ceremony to keep ritual in everyone’s minds and 
        expose it to them more often. 
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